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1. Background

In South Australia over 230 vision impaired children,
aged 5-18 are supported through the Education
Departments Statewide Support System (2).

Vision impairment can have a significant impact on a
child accessing the curriculum within school (2).

Support is based on visual acuity or visual fields (1).

Visual acuity, although still widely used as an outcome
measure by doctors and support organisations, is not
representative of vision function.

Early intervention is crucial to optimise the
development of children and young adults, both 3. Method
academically and socially (3).

Vision Impaired Children recruited from the statewide

support system.

A comprehensive functional vision assessment
including standard vision tests in combination with

functional tests of vision performance.

Visual Impairment Ability Questionnaire: allows a
child to identify aspects of classroom accessibility

that their vision impairment impacts.
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2. Objectives

B ACC: Print Accessibility Index
sl RA: Reading acuity

* A comprehensive functional vision assessment with
categorisation of functional vision ability, to provide a
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» Support and targeted interventions to assist the child
with specific areas of visual deficits. 4. Expected Outcomes

Visual acuity is an inaccurate indicator of visual
» Avision framework to support a child's development, R performance. Visual acuity groups will show a range of

providing them with enhanced skills through their different visual abilities.
education years - resulting in them being better 5. Future Implications

equipped to enter further education or the workforce. The reclassification of vision impaired children at a
functional level and the development of a framework
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