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There are unforgettable and pivotal moments in life, 
and graduation is one such occasion.

Whether you are celebrating the completion of your 
course, or celebrating the success of someone special 
to you, today is a significant milestone marking the 
achievement of years of study and a readiness to 
venture into the world.

While today you have the genuine excitement of seeing 
your own name on a graduation parchment, I think the 
real excitement of this ceremony lies in the recognition 
that you have acquired new knowledge and skills that 
others will value.

Graduation is a milestone in a life of lessons from many 
sources – it is not a sign that your learning is complete, 
but it is certainly a major step in your journey.

The value of higher education is its contribution not only 
to what you know, but to how you think.

Your postgraduate program with Flinders and Nankai 
universities has certainly developed your knowledge 
and skills, but more importantly it has deepened your 
ability to think critically, to analyse problems and, when 
necessary, to challenge conventional wisdom.

The Nankai-Flinders relationship is one of our most 
valued and respected international collaborations.

Our partnership began in the year 2000 with the Master 
of Arts in International Relations in Economy and Trade. 
A total of 69 students graduated from this inaugural 
course. Now more than 20 years later, our three courses 
with Nankai University have produced more than 8000 
graduates.

We are proud of our enduring partnership and the 
opportunities this provides students to take their 
careers to the next level.

You are now one of a community of more than 130,000 
Flinders University graduates globally who have aspired, 
dreamed, and achieved just as you have – and just 
as you will in the future. Flinders University places 
great value in retaining a connection with alumni and 
supporting you in what we hope will be a life-long love 
of learning. We hope you will update us on your journey 
so that we may follow your progress.

On behalf of Flinders University, I congratulate your 
personal achievement in earning your degree and I’m 
delighted to welcome you as a valued member of the 
Nankai-Flinders alumni community. May you be inspired 
to always strive to make the world a better place. 

Professor Colin J Stirling BSc Edin, PhD Glas 
President and Vice-Chancellor.
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You are now part of an impressive group of more than 
130,000 Flinders University graduates from across  
130 countries who are finding their place, leaving their 
mark and making a difference around the world.

Leverage your degree long after graduation by tapping 
into this powerful network, including the 8000+ Nankai 
alumni, and make connections wherever you may travel.

As a Flinders graduate, you will now receive our 
monthly alumni e-newsletter – keep an eye out for 
eNCOUNTER in your inbox, it contains relevant news, 
opportunities, events and alumni stories. And don’t 
forget to update us if you move or change email 
address, that way we can let you know about events 
and opportunities in your location. 

We are so excited for your next move after you 
graduate, but we also want to continue to engage 
with you, inspire you and help you reach your career 
goals into the future.

Staying connected is an important way for us to 
let you know about Flinders and Nankai University 
Alumni Network activities, professional development 
opportunities, reunions and events in your location. 

You can stay connected by updating your contact 
details whenever you move or change jobs. Fill in the 
online form or contact the Alumni Relations Team. 

alumni@flinders.edu.au 
+61 8 8201 7969
Update your contact details  
Flinders.edu.au/update

Congratulations! We look forward to 
staying connected

Keeping you updated on 
news and opportunities

We all have unique life stories and we would love to 
hear about yours as you follow your career path. Over 
the next year, or in the next decade, inspire the next 
generation of students by sharing what your next steps 
were beyond Flinders University and how you achieved 
your career goals.

Share your story

Australian Honours 
recipients 390+

1 Fields 
Medallist 6 Rhodes 

Scholars

30 Fulbright 
Scholars

Flinders is honoured to count you among its alumni: 

Celebrating Alumni Achievements

Update your 
contact details
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THE GRADUATION CEREMONY

The ceremony is an important day in the University year  
and a proud day in the life of those who are graduating.  
The graduation is the culmination of years of study and is the 
occasion on which the University formally awards certificates 
and diplomas and confers degrees upon those students who 
have completed their studies at the University over the  
past year.

The ceremony is an exciting blend of old and new; a 
ceremony steeped in tradition in which many of the customs 
and much of the regalia dates from many hundreds of years 
and the earliest universities, while the graduates represent 
the latest in ideas, technologies and expression.

Academic dress is part of the rich heritage of universities. 
The beginning of the ceremony sees the staff of the 
University show their pride and support for the new 
graduates by wearing academic dress and official robes 
in the academic procession. When presented with their 
academic Testamur, the graduates also wear the  
academic dress.



Master of Arts  
(International Relations in Economy and Trade)

The Master of Arts (International Relations in Economy 
and Trade) (MAIRET) has been offered in China by Flinders 
University in partnership with Nankai University since 2000. 
The program is taught by staff from the University’s College  
of Business, Government and Law in association with  
Nankai University.
The MAIRET equips students with cutting-edge knowledge 
and skills in International Relations focusing on international 
political economy, international business, finance, and trade. 
It has a particular emphasis on the economic and trade 
relationships in the Asia-Pacific Region and the political and 
economic implications of the rise of East Asian economies in 
this digital era.
Students undertaking the MAIRET course with Flinders 
University are taking part in an enterprise which is truly 
international, not simply in terms of its intrinsic content but 
also in its overseas availability and recognition. As Chinese 
business is increasingly moving up the value chain and rapidly 
going global, the course is particularly intended for business 
managers, government officials, and nonprofit leaders who 
aim to increase their international savvy.  
Postgraduate university credentials in International Relations 
are valuable for graduates who seek professional recognition 
and employment in international public affairs, international 
banking, international business and trade, diplomacy and 
foreign affairs, journalism and related areas.



for the admission to the

DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN 
ECONOMY AND TRADE) 







Master of Educational Leadership  
and Management

The Master of Educational Leadership and Management 
is a postgraduate coursework program offered by Flinders 
University. The program is taught by staff from the University’s 
College of Education, Psychology and Social Work, in 
association with Nankai University, China.
The degree is intended for individuals in leadership positions 
within schools, colleges or universities wanting to obtain 
a formal leadership and management qualification; and/or 
senior staff in schools, colleges or universities wanting to 
move into a leadership and management role.
The course aims to critically explore how leaders build human 
capacity to meet the current and future challenges of their 
environment; investigate how an organisation’s people can be 
encouraged to become lifelong learners while contributing 
to the success of the organisation; and engage students in 
learning that integrates theory with practice, action with 
reflection, and questions with investigation.
Postgraduate university credentials in leadership and 
management are valuable for graduates who seek professional 
recognition and employment in schools, colleges, universities 
and other educational organisations.



for the admission to the

DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP  
AND MANAGEMENT  



Master of Hospital Administration 

The Flinders University Master of Hospital Administration 
(MHA) award has been taught in China in partnership with 
Nankai University since October 2003. The MHA is fully 
equivalent to the Master of Health Administration taught by 
Health Care Management on campus at Flinders University  
in Adelaide, South Australia.
The MHA provides students with a range of generic 
management skills as well as a deep understanding of issues 
facing hospital managers working in health systems abroad 
and in China. The MHA program has successfully combined 
expertise from Nankai University staff and local experts in 
hospital management, with the experience of international 
visiting experts on health care management from Australia. 
The program has also managed to blend Chinese and Western 
teaching methods. The use of adult learning methods and 
small group work to discuss management problems in the 
Chinese health system has been particularly successful.
The MHA is particularly relevant to hospital executives in 
China at a time when the country is facing major health 
system reforms. Chinese hospitals face significant challenges 
in the areas of financing, rural health, risk management and 
workforce development in the context of changing consumer 
expectations and rapidly evolving technological innovation.
Over the past 21 years Nankai University and Flinders 
University staff have worked closely together to make the 
MHA program a success. In the process a strong and enduring 
relationship has developed between staff of Health Care 
Management at Flinders and staff of the Faculty of Economy 
and Society Development at Nankai.
China is a major global player and a strategically important 
trading partner of Australia. In a small, but not insignificant 
way, the MHA contributes to the relationship between the 
two countries. It is hoped that MHA graduates will find further 
opportunities to strengthen these international links though 
trade and professional development. For our Australian 
lecturers participation in the MHA program has been a 
rewarding and enriching experience. We hope that MHA 
graduates will remain in contact with our academic  
staff throughout their professional life as alumni of  
Flinders University.



for the admission to the

DEGREE OF MASTER OF HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION 
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